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Minutes 
February 6, 2004 

 
Roll Call: 
Commissioners present:  Leo Gaeta, Gabriel Banfi, Faviola Barbosa, Uriel Iñiguez, Homero 
Tamez, Gabriel Portugal, and Diana Avalos  
Commissioners absent:  Yvonne Lopez-Morton (excused), Karla Padilla-Reyna (not excused). 
 
Staff present:  Antonio Ginatta and Vita Echeverria 
 
Meeting called to order at 9:08 a.m. 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Commissioner Banfi - Made a motion to approve the minutes, Commissioner Barbosa seconded 
the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Executive Director’s Report: 
Antonio Ginatta:  Spoke about the bills being introduced during the Legislative session.   

o HB 3029 - Authorizing the use of the Mexican Consular photo identification cards for 
identification purposes.  

o HB 2863 - Providing public notices in other than English. 
o HB 2708 - Creating conditional scholarships for prospective teachers. 
o HB 2700/SB 6268 - Permitting a college or university to maintain a diverse student 

population by considering race, color, ethnicity, or national origin in the admission and 
transfer process without using quotas, predetermined points, or set asides. 

 
Committee Reports: 
Education Committee 
Commissioner Avalos reported on the following priorities established by the Committee:  

o Development of conditional scholarships or loan repayment programs for bilingual 
college and university students to become teachers. 

o Barriers faced by English Language Learners in attaining the Certificate of Mastery.   
o Supporting federal legislation to approve the Dream Act.  More information is addressed 

in the CHA Legislative Priorities document. 



 
Emergent Issues Committee 
Commissioner Banfi reported on the following priorities established by the Committee: 
o Racial Profiling - There are concerns about the immigration problems and the collection of 

data by law enforcement in the state. 
o Department of Licensing – Individuals should not be asked their immigration status when 

trying to get an identification card or driver’s license. 
o Health Care - Working on the availability of health care for individuals. 
o Employment Issues – The committee will be looking at solutions to the farmworker housing 

shortage. 
 
Personnel Committee 
Director Ginatta Announced that currently the Commission has one commissioner opening left.  
He will be meeting with Stacy Suan Tichenor from the Governor’s office regarding the 
recruitment efforts.  
 
Unfinished Business: 
Administrative Policies 
Commissioner Portugal requested clear definitions of an employee and commissioner in the 
proposed administrative policy update.  He also requested a change in Chapter One to include 
that the Commission has authorization to communicate and work with issues at a federal level. 
 
Director Ginatta stated that earlier that morning the CHA had met with Governor.  During the 
meeting the commissioners asked the Governor for authorization to work on federal issues.  The 
Governor gave the commission authorization to do so. 
 
Commissioner Banfi made a motion to approve the 2004 Administrative Policies along with the 
clear definitions of employer and commissioner and that CHA could work on issues at a federal 
level.  Commissioner Portugal seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Portugal made a motion to develop a fourth committee on Economic 
Development.  Commissioner Tamez seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Commissioner Gaeta gave details about the Joint Study Session that the three minority 
commissions had taken part in that morning. 
 
New Business: 
Director Ginatta spoke about the Mad Cow issues in the community.  There was a concern that 
the Hispanic community was not getting health awareness announcements in Spanish.  CHA 
contacted the Department of Agriculture about sending out media alerts in Spanish.  Department 
of Agriculture made announcements on the Consulate of Mexico’s Radio program and other 
similar radio programs.  CHA needs to focus on the rural communities where the information is 
highly needed.   CHA will speak with the Washington Beef Association to talk about the 
economic aspects of the issue. 



 
Director Ginatta also spoke about the work of the Commission on the Brewster High School 
issue.  At Brewster High, the school principal took some Hispanic students into the library to 
discuss their WASL test scores and about gang violence in the school.  Before the students could 
leave the library they had to sign a contract agreeing not to take part in any of the violence.  The 
students who refused to sign would get disciplined, even the ones who had not been involved in 
anything.  Parents and the community became upset because the principal had only taken 
Hispanic students into the library.  CHA has taken part in interviewing the parents and students.  
CHA will also be in contact with the principal. There were articles published in the Spokane and 
Wenatchee newspapers regarding the issue. 
 
Guest Speakers: 
José Diaz & Theresa Kimball - Centralia Community College 
Mr. Diaz and Ms. Kimball spoke about the Bridge and TechPrep Programs.   The programs assist 
ESL students with transitioning into mainstream classes.  They are currently working on 
Hispanic leadership and recruitment efforts. According to Ms. Kimball, the programs are not 
intended to save the Hispanic community; instead they are intended so that the Hispanic 
community can help themselves.  Both Diaz and Kimball have developed key partnerships 
within the college and their community.  Diaz has become a member of the Thurston County 
Hispanic Round table and the South Puget Sound Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  Since the 
start of the program they have assisted about 80 students.  The TECH prep classes do not require 
people to be legal residents.   
 
Commissioner Avalos commended Diaz and Kimball for being visionaries in assisting the 
Hispanic community.    
 
Commissioner Gaeta suggested for this model to be showcased to the rest of the state. 
 
Cynthia Santiago - Coordinator of Hispanic Roundtable 
Ms. Santiago made the statement: “Somos Compañeros.” We are partners and we share similar 
priorities.  She wants to offer assistance on behalf of the Roundtable.  Asked CHA for support in 
getting information on how to best serve the community.   
 
Commander Dusty Pierpoint and Officers John Lacey and David Maldonado -   
Lacey Police Department 
The department’s mission is to build the relationships with the community.  Recently they 
partnered with the Asian community to work on the Department’s Teen Academy.  Community 
members met with the chief to talk about law enforcement issues in their community.  Uriel 
Iñiguez and Cynthia Santiago have been working on getting a Hispanic Academy started.  The 
department attended this meeting because they want to learn more about how they can better 
serve the Hispanic community.   The next citizen’s meeting with the chief is February 25 and 
will be held at the Lacey Community Center. 
 

o The Department collects data regarding juveniles and adult traffic citations and arrest. 
o There has been no history of their department working with immigration.  
o Stated that it’s difficult to retain bilingual officers because they can go anywhere they 

want.  They apologized for not having someone available to answer questions about 
bilingual officer’s compensation. 

o Crime prevention officers put together a class for workers of the service industry.  
Perhaps some of the community groups could get together with the police department to 
help get the community to attend the safety and health events.   

 



Director Ginatta mentioned that CHA could help in advising the city, state and county law 
enforcement agencies to provide a higher pay for bilingual officers. 
 
Cynthia Santiago stated that the Thurston County Public Health and Department of Labor & 
Industries will partner with them to get the community to attend events. 
  
Julio Quan - Conexión Latina 
In the United States it is common for law enforcement to go to the community.  He felt that 
maybe it was time to reverse the role and start having the community going to law enforcement.    
He added that he would be delighted to be a part of a group to help make this happen.  He stated 
that the first line of defense is the community.   
 
Commissioner Avalos stated that the police department needs to take a look and the culture and 
gender aspects of trying to get messages across to the community. 
 
Cheryl Hanks  - Department of Health, Pesticide Surveillance Program, Office of 
Environmental Health and Safety 
Spoke about cholinesterase-inhibiting pesticides and how it relates to children.  She announced 
that there is a manual available, anyone interested could contact the agency for a copy. 
 
Eva Coblentz - Department of Financial Institutions 
Spoke about the regulation of a variety of financial services that DFI provides, such as banks, 
credit unions, mortgage brokers, consumer loan companies, securities issuers and salespersons. 
They are a state agency and will be holding financial classes. They are willing to work together 
with colleges to have the classes.    
 
Jan Cryak – CHOICE Regional Health Network 

Displayed a PowerPoint presentation on the 100% Access Project.  

CHOICE Regional Health Network, a nonprofit consortium dedicated to improving the health of 
people living in Grays Harbor, Lewis, Mason, Pacific and Thurston counties, was selected as one 
of three demonstration sites in Washington State to design a community driven model for 
financing and delivering health care to 93,000 people below 250% of federal poverty level. 
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), a federal agency, awarded CHOICE 
with Community Access Program (CAP) grant monies of $5 to $7 million to be funded over a 
five to seven year period because CHOICE had a history of collaboration with health care 
stakeholders in our community. The purpose of the project is to design a community-based 100% 
Access Demonstration Project in our region that will: 

 Increase access to affordable health care in our region;  
 Sustain providers' ability to care for limited-income consumers; and  
 Coordinate funding and programs to serve as a model health  

Public Comments: 
Commissioner Gaeta stated that the commission would look at globalization and its effect on the 
Hispanic community. 
 
Julio Quan stated that everyone needs to focus on the good parts of globalization rather than 
wasting their time on the negative ones. 
 
Catarina Rowley – President, South Puget Sound Hispanic Chamber 



Wants to empower Latinos to get involved in business and in their communities.  Director 
Ginatta mentioned the problems that some communities are having with setting up Hispanic 
Chambers.  Ms. Rowley mentioned that she was aware of some of the problems.  She stated that 
she believed in collaboration between the many Hispanic Chambers of Commerce in the state 
She had sent a letter to the WA State Hispanic Chamber to request a meeting with all the 
Hispanic chambers.  A successful meeting was held in Yakima several months ago. 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:00 pm. 
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